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WEST BALCATTA PRIMARY SCHOOL NATURE PLAYGROUND 
Statement by Member for Balcatta 

MR D.R. MICHAEL (Balcatta) [12.56 pm]: Last week I attended the opening of the new nature playground at 
West Balcatta Primary School, affectionately known as “the backyard”. Far from a humble backyard, the 
West Balcatta Primary School community should be incredibly proud of what it has achieved. In June 2016, 
members of the parents and citizens association established a nature spaces committee, and in just 18 months they 
planned, designed and built the backyard, which covers over 1 500 square metres and includes a variety of play 
features and challenges. Local parents were integral to the project and I want to single out a couple of them. 
Walter Van Der Loo, a landscape architect, kindly donated his time and skills to design and project-manage the 
entire process. The City of Stirling misses him badly. Amy Rudd is an occupational therapist who undertook an 
analysis of the benefits of nature spaces for children and their learning outcomes. Along with the other committee 
members, Ingrid Frazer, Lou Yabuka, Bojana de Garis, Annabel Lyndon and Amanda Hansen, they worked 
tirelessly, consulting with staff, students and parents as well as holding working bees and getting the job done. The 
backyard was delivered with a massive $72 000 contribution from the P&C, a $25 000 contribution from the 
McGowan government’s Local Projects, Local Jobs fund, $10 000 from the school, and an estimated $220 000 of 
in-kind donations of materials, equipment, resources and volunteer time. The West Balcatta community put in 
3 000 hours of volunteer labour over 15 working bees. They are not done yet. Members of the committee are 
already talking about the next stage. I cannot wait to see what they come up with. As always, I will support them 
in any way that I can. 
 


	WEST BALCATTA PRIMARY SCHOOL NATURE PLAYGROUND
	Statement by Member for Balcatta


